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NEW YORK AND ERIE RAIL ROAD. poration, might properly be encouraged by the public 
We are indebted to a New York subscriber for the | nq whereas it is now satisfactorily ascertained by 


proceedings of the Common Council of that city, a re-| means of that survey, that in case the state shall co- 
port ofa Special Committee of the Board of Aldermen, | operate and participate in the enterprise, the whole of 
and also the report of Benjamin Wright,’ Engineer, in the road in question can be completed within four 


: ‘ > : years from the first day of May 1835, and a communi- 
relation to the New York and Erie Rail Road, intended | Cation thereby provided, by which passengers and mer- 


to counterbalance the effects which would result from | chandise may be regularly transported at all seasons of 
| the year, in less than forty hours from the city of New 
; : | York to the southern shore of Lake Erie, communica- 
western trade. These documents we conceive highly | ting also by means of the Allegheny river directly with 


important to. our citizens, and therefore present them | the valley of the Ohio:— 


for more general inspection, than they would otherwise | And he prio the inhabitants re this csty are ep 

. ; interested in the prasecution and speedy accomplish- 
probably receive. ment of this most important undertaking, tending as it 
Proceedings of the Common Council of the city of New plainly must, to attract and secure for ever to this em- 


York, in aid of the New York and Erie Rail Road | porium the vast and expanding trade of the most fertile, 


| valuable and populous portion of the continent, thereby 
On the Ist of December, 1834, the Board of Assistant | augmenting its commerce, prosperity and wealth to an 


Aldermen, on motion of Assistant Alderman JuAnson, | incalculable extent:— 
acopted the following resolution: — Therefore Resolved, (if the Board of Aldermen con- 


Whereas the immense augmentation which has been | cur herewith,) that it be referred to a Joint Committee 
experienced in the extent, wealth and prosperity of the of three members of each Board to report resolutions 
’ , + . . . ° 
city of New York, since the completion of the Canals | signifying the sense, which the Common Council — 
of this state, signally demonstrates the value and neces. | tortann * pe hye Ying — _ — ot the 
sity of artificial channels of commercial communication, | sage Sa “om i a 7 “en Ms - — 
connecting the metropolis with the populous and fertile | S¢TC% ¥ any, the ci'y may properly adopt to promote 
regions of the interior:— and secure its speedy execution. 
And whereas seyeral rival works leading into the | Pha 


state of Ohio, from ports on the Atlantic sea board! On the Sd day of December, 1834, the Board of 
south of this city, are now constructing and are rapidly | Aldermen, on motion of Alderman Stilwell, concurred 
advancing to completion under the direction of various | in the resolution, and a committee was appointed of 
companies incorporated, and powerfully patronized by | three members from each board. 
the States of Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia,| On the 4th day of February, 1835, the joint commit 
seeking to divert from the city of New York, the exten- | tee presented the subjoined report, which was adopted 
sive and lucrative commerce which it has heretofore | on the 9th of that month by the Board of Assistant Al. 
enjoyed with the rich and rapidly increasing States and | dermen, and on the hy the Board of Aldermen. 
Territories north of the Ohio river, and relying for suc-| The Special Committee from the Board of Aldermen 
cess upon the greater severity of climate, experienced | and Assistant Aldermen of the City of New York, to 
in the mor® northerly latitude of the State of New York, | whom was referred the resolution of Assistant Alder- 
whereby the navigation of its Canals is suspended dur- | man Johnson, touching the necessity, importance and 
ing a large portion of the year; and whereas it has be- | value of the proposed rail road through the southern 
come vitally important to the commerce of this metro- | counties of this state, from the Hudson River to Lake 
polis, to obviate the difficulties and disadvantages to Erie, respectfully beg leave to 
which it is thus subjected, which object can only be | REPORT: 
attained by constructing additional channels of trade | : 
and intercourse by means of Rail Roads leading directly | That for the purpose of being more fully informed of 
from the city to the western waters, and available for | the details of the subject thus referred to their consid- 
commercial purposes at all seasons of the year. eration, they have summoned before them several of 
And whereas the Legislature of this State at their | the Directors of the New York and Erie Rail Road 
last session, directed the route of a rail road to be sur- | Company, incorporated in the year 1832, for the pur- 
veyed under the direction of the Executive; through the | pose of constructing the proposed road, and have also 
southern counties of the State from the Hudson river to | been attended at their request by Benjamin Wright, 
Lake Erie, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the | Esquire, and his assistant engineers, under whose care 
public interest would be promoted by a subscription on | the route of the road has been recently surveyed. From 
the part of the state to a portion of the capital stock of | these individuals the Committee received very full and 
the New York and Erie Rail Road Company (which | satisfactory explanations, and nevertheless the Commit- 
was incorporated in the year 1832, for the purpose of | tee being conscious of the momentous importance of 
constructing such road,) whereby the Commonwealth | the subject under examination, felt it also to be their 
at large might participate in the burthens and benefits | duty to satisfy themselves, as far as was practicable, 
of that undertaking, or in what other mode the general | from auxiliary sources of information, of the aecuracy 


objects sought to be accomplished by that act of incor- | of the details which were elicited on this interesting 
Vou. XV, 19 


the efforts making in this state to attract to this city the 
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examination. It fortunately happened that one of the | Delhi: in Otsego county, by a very important and 
committee, by having been engaged for a considerable | valuable branch leading up the valley of the Unadilla 
time in « work of public improvement intersected by | to Utica, for which a charter is obtained and the stock 
the route of the proposed road, had become considera- | already subscribed; a branch will lead through the val- 
bly familiar with the topography and also with the trade ley of the Onondaga River, in the county of Cortland, 
and resources of that portion of the country, and was | to the Salt Works at Syracuse: at Owego, the rail road 
thereby enabled greatly to facilitate the examinations | now finished to Ithaca, will immediately connect the 
of the Committee. | main hne with the fertile country adjacent to the 
‘The Committee moreover deemed it proper that they | Cayuga and Seneca Lakes: by the line of Steamboat 
should make no statements affecting a subject so deeply | navigation now in preparation on the Susquehanna at 
interesting to the community at large, without a fall ) Owego, it will be united to the valley of Wyoming and 
and sufficient scrutiny, and they have therefore pursued | the coal regions of Pennsylvania: the contemplated rail 
their examination with a minuteness of inquiry which! road from Rochester to Danville, if extended a few 
has brought them into acquaintance with many in-| miles, will imersect the main line in Steuben county: in 
teresting details, which they may deem it expedient) Allegheny county it will intersect the contemplated 
hereafter to make the subject of a supplemental re- | route of the Rochester and Olen canal: and it will be- 
port. | come connected in Cutaraugus county with the Alle- 
In the mean time they beg leave to present to the | geny River, and thereby open a direct communication 
Common Council the present summary statement of | between the city of New York and the large and popu- 
the facts which have been ascertained by their exami- | lous communities and cities in the valley of the Ohio. 
nation. The map of the proposed route annexed to this report 
In the first place, then, they report, that after full) fully exhibits these several localities, and is well worthy 
inspection of the maps and plans returned by Judge | the attention of the Common Council. 
Wright, and copious explanations from himself and his| 2. ‘The Committee are of opinion that this work will 
assistants, they are entirely satisfied that it is practica- | afford immense public benefits to the inhabitants of this 
ble to construct the proposed road—and that it will | metropolis. 
afford the means cf transporting passengers, meichan-| ‘The rapid, constant and regular communication it 
dise «nd the public mails at all seasons of the year, in| will insure at all seasons of the year with the extensive 
less than 48 hours from the city of New York to Lake | and fertile grazing districts in the counties of Orange 
Erie. and Delaware and the valley of the Susquehanna, will 
‘Yhe road after leaving Reckland and Orange counties, | cheapen the price of subsistence, by affording abundant 
will follow successively the large vallies of the Dela-) and uninterrupted supplies of provisions for the public 
ware, and Susquehanna and the Allegheny, and there-! markets: the excellent and valusble timber furnished 
by obtain the easy grades of declivity naturally pursu- | by the counties of Steuben, Allegheny and Cataraugus, 
ed by these streams, The surface of much of the coun-") by reducing the cost of building, will accelerate the 
try adjacent to the line is undulating, but the apparent | growth of the city, and at the same time facilitate the 
difficulties}which are thercby presented, are avoided by | operations of ship building: the rapid and regular pas- 
following the water courses. sage it will secure to the public mails, will insure the 
In the language of Judge Wright, the road *‘goes} speedy transmission of commercial intelligerce: it will 
around instead of over the hills.” ‘The whole line of} provide for the public defence, by affording the means 
the route is 483 miles, capable however, of being | of military communication with unparalleled speed be- 
shortened to 460 miles; but it is not comparatively tween the Atlantic and Western frontiers; while the 
more circuitous than the canals of Pennsylvania. ‘The | comfort and health of our citizens will be promoted by 
ascents on much the greatest portion of the route, are | obtaining cheap and frequent access to the healthful re- 
generally from 5 to 30 feet per mile, and do not exceed | gions of the interior. 
60 feet per mile, except in five or six instances, where, 3. The speedy completion of the work has now be- 
the line crosses the natural boundaries of the large come an object of transcendant importance to the mer- 
vallies, No stationary engine or inclined plane will be | chants, traders and land owners of this city, in order to 


necessary on any part of the road, except in one in-| preserve and extend its great and lucrative trade with 
stance, about four miles from Lake Erie, and even that the West. 


may be dispensed with by altering the grace for eight{ The important and alarming truth can no longer es- 
miles, at a moderate expense. Locomotive engines, 


cape the attention of our municipal authorities, that the 
drawing passenger cars, may be propelled over every | 


s intercourse between this city and the great West, to 
portion of the road (except the inclined plane) with. 


which it owes so large a share of its present prosperity 
economy and advantage; and at the points where the | and power, is totally suspended during five months of 
rate of acclivity exceeds sixty feet to the mile, the pas-, the year. Availing themselves of that circumstance, 


sage of burthen cars heavily loaded may be easily and | the public spirited citizens of Pennsylvania have con- 
cheaply expedited, either by auxiliary locomotive en- | structed and have now recently completed a line of 
gines, or an addition of animal power. It is quite cer- | canals and rail road from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, 
tain that passengers may be carried over the road with | which are availsble for the purposes of trade and inter- 
great celerity and profit, and from the testimony taken | course during at least two months of the year in which 
before the Committee, and the personal information of | the navigation of the New York canals is suspended, 
one or more of its members, they are entirely satisfied | by the greater severity of their more northern latitude. 
that the road will also serve to transport to tide water | ‘The Erie Canal is not usually navigable until the 20th 
the lumber, provisions, live stock, fuel, and agricultur- | of April, and rarely remains open after the 20th of Nos 
al products of the region of country adjacent to the| vember. ‘The canals of Pennsylvania, favored by a 
route and its contemplated branches, and carry back | more southern climate, are generally navigable about 
merchandise in return, more cheaply and advantageous- ‘the 10th of March, and remain so until the 25th of De- 
ly than can be effected by any other channel of com-| cember. The merchants of Philadelphia are thereby 
munication, — enabled to monopolize the western trade during por- 

‘the road will be intersected by several lateral | tions of the spring and autumn, peculiarly valuable for 
branches and canals, which will greatly increase itsre-| commercial purposes. Even after the navigation is 
venue and its importance. In the western part of | opened on the Erie Canal, the intercourse between New 
Orarge county, it intersects the Delaware and Hudson | York and the west is obstructed for a considerable time, 
Canal: in Broome county, the Chenango canal: in| by the ice accumulated during the months of March 


Tioga county, the Chemung canal: in Delaware county, | and April in the harbor of Buffalo, while the navigation 
it will be connected with a branch leading up to 


of the Ohio river being open at Pittsburg during that 
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important season of the year, ihe produce of the west 
finds its way to Philadelphia, and its proceeds are in- 
vested in merchandise, and transported into the remo- 
test portions of the interior, before vessels are able to 
navigate the eastern end of Lake Ere. The intelligent 
and enterprising merchants of Phil delphia, supported 
by the united efforts of their Board of Trade, are striv- 
ing to follow up this advantage, by promoting with 
great zeal, the construction of 1.teral canals and rail 
roads by the state of Ohio, and by private companies, 
extending northwesterly from the Pennsy!vania line to 
the Ohio canal, for the purpose of effecting a communi- 
cation between Pittsburg and tie harbor of Cleveland, 
on Lake Erie; and that too for the avowed object of 
diverting from the city of New York the lucrative com- 
merce it has heretofore enjoyed with the northern ‘parts 
of Ohio, Indiana, illinois, and Michigan. 

There is no mode of successful competition with 
these efforts of our public spirited rivals, except by 
opening a winter communication between this city and 
the harbors on the wider part of Lake Erie. 

The proposed road will accomplish that object by 
affording the means-of transmitting merchandise at all 
seasons of the year within forty eight hours from the 
warehouses of New York to the harbors of Dunkirk, 
Portland or Erie, while its connection, with the cheap 
descending navigation of the Allegheny river, (which is 
generally available in the latter part of February, and 
early in March, and is capable with small expense, of 
being rendered navigable for steamboats at all seasons 
of the year,) will enable the merchants of our city to 
furnish the cities of Pittsburg, Cincinnati, and the other 
trading towns in the valley of the Ohio with their spring 
supplies before the opening of navigation on the Penn- 
sylvania Canals. The speedy completion of this road 
will moreover encourage and hasten its speedy con- 
tinuation by great western and southern branches lead- 
ing from Lake Erie to various points on the western 
and south-western waters, whereby passengers, tner- 
chandise, and the mail, may be transmitted in six days 
from New York to St. Louis, and thus this great certral 
channel of interceurse, ly ing wholly within the limits of 
our own state, and subject to its sole jurisdiction, will 
become the main trunk of a connected system, or series 
of internal communication extending from the port of 
New York, throughout the populous region in the vast 
and fertile valley of the Mississippi. 

The statistical particulars of these great lines of west- 
ern communication, and the important influence they 
will exert in directing their trade into Lake Erie, and 
thence to the City of New York, will be found in an 
interesting letter furnished to the committee, by one of 
the directors of the company, whch is annexed to this 
report, and is recommended to the attention of 
the Common Council as a document of much impor- 
tance. 

4. The preservation of the trade of these great inland 
districts, by connecting them closely with this city by 
means of cheap and rapid channels uf communication, 
has become an object of the deepest solicitude to the 
landholders of New York, and every person interested 
in its permanent prosperity. 

The past growth, and in truth the very existence of 
this metropolis, are wholly owing to the facilities of 
communication it possesses with the agricultural popu- 
lation of the interior. ‘The Erie Canal opened a channel 
of intercourse during seven months of the year, between 
the port of New York and inland districts containing 
little more than a million of inhabitants, and yet within 
ten years from its completion, the assessed value of the 
landed property of the city, was augmented from 52 to 
114 millions. The completion of the proposed road, 
will bring into constant connection with the city of New 
York an increased amount of territory, already contain- 
ing three and destined within six years to number more 
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communities by the facilities afforded to them for cheap 
and expeditious communication with their trading em- 
porium, will augment to a corresponding extent their 
capabilities of pursuing a profitable commerce with the 
sea board, 
It has been frequently and by no means extravagantly 
stated, that the construction of the Evie Canal, by 
diminishing the time and labor expended in transporta- 
t.on, has saved annually to the citizens of this state not 
less than $5,000,000, and added at least 150,000,000, 
to their aggregate wealth. This immense and rapid 
augmentation of value will afford a criterion, although 
imperfect, by which to estimate some portion of the 
pecuniary benefits to be derived by the public from 
the opening of a communication not less cheap, more 
regular, and far more expeditious than the canal, be- 
tween this metropolis and a district of fertile territory, 
embracing an area more than eight times as large as the 
state of New York, west of Utica. To calculate with 
any accuracy the value of the vast and illimitable trade 
which within twenty years will be concentrated upon 
the waters of Lake Erie, destined before the present 
generation shall pass away, to number more than a 
thousand vessels, and to bear on its surface the wealth 
of at least twenty millions of the American people, or 
to compute the prodigious rise in value, which the 
landed property on the Island of New York will expe- 
rience, when the vast and expanding commerce of 
these great inland communities shall be concentrated 
within its limits will not be attempted: but it will be 
confidently claimed that the increase in the value of 
the real estate in this city within the first ten years after 
completing the proposed road, will repay more than 
tenfold the whole cost of its construction. and that the 
augmentation in the population and wealth of the im- 
mense and fertile regions which will be brought by its 
completion within four days travel of the sea board, 
will defy all attempts at sober calculation. 
5. In what mode, then, can this great enterprise, 
yielding public advantage thus enormous, be most 
effectually and speedily accomplished? 
In the year 1832, the standing committee on the in- 
ternal improvements in the Legisla‘ure of this state, af- 
ter full examination of this and other projects of inland 
communication, reported that it would not be politic 
for the state, as such, to construct rail roads; and for 
the obvious reason, that the owners of the road must 
manage the transportation, and the state could not be- 
come common carriers. But the committee recommend- 
ed the incorporation of companies, whenever individu- 
als should see fit to risk their property in constructing 
rail roads, reserving, however, the right, which is re- 
served in all other acts of incorparation, to repeal or 
modify the charters. The committee also recommend- 
ed thut the state should subscribe to portions of stock 
in this and all the other great leading routes, whereby 
the public at large might participate, to a certain extent, 
in their pecuniary profits, (if any,) and atthe same 
time secure the economical management resulting from 
the vigilant attention of individual proprictors, 
The annual message of the Governor to the Legisla- 
ture at the opening of the session in that year, after 
stating that the construction of rail roads in various 
parts of the state would “become eminently promo- 
| tive of the public good,” but that ‘‘ many generations 
/must pass away before the numerous improvements 
worthy of the enterprise of the state, could be under- 
taken by the public means alone,” recommended that 
companies of individual proprietors be incorporated with 
power to construct them, reserving, however, to the 
Legislature, the right secured in all the recent acis of 
incorporation, to take possession of the rcads or public 

| property, on equitable terms, _ : 

The Legislature accordingly, in the year 1832, chur- 

‘tered a company for the purpose of making the pr pus- 
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parted to the agricultural prosperity of those inland ' the Goyernor,) with leave to issue capital stock to the 


asses 


SRR NaeU ne ner ios arene nee ie 


te 


a on 


r . 
ES Ne 


PERE ME SEATS 
ES A ih A an On te 


| 
a 
a 


aarti a 


ee em cl te 


Peron , 


Looe 


Res nah ihn a gegnnrs ante ms pinecone esi ry 


ee 


ein 


hs aT 
IPOS STS ICP 








148 











NEW YORK AND ERIE RAIL ROAD. 





{Marca 





= eS 











amount of $10,000,000, requiring them to expend | incorporated, possess sufficient means and resources 
$200,000 before April, 1837; to finish one quarter of | to complete the road with the energy and despatch 


the work before April, 1842; one half before April, 

1847; and the whole before April, 1852; and authoris- 

ing them to receive donations of lands to aid in 

the construction of the work. By an amendment, ob- 
tained in 1883,the company were empowered to organ- 
ize themselves, on receiving subscriptions of stock for 
one million of doilars, That amount was duly sub- 
scribed, and is now holden principally by merchants, 
land holders, and other inhabitants of this city, deeply 
interested in its permanent prosperity, and anxious to 
complete the proposed work with all practicable des- 

atch. 

. In order to ascertain how far the public interest 
would be promoted by a subscription to the stock, on 
the part of the State, the Legislature in May 1824, au- 
thorized the route to be surveyed at the public expense. 
In the mean time, the Directors of the Company have 
been actively employed in making the inquiries and in- 
vestigations necessary to the prosecution of their ob 

ject, adopting measures calculated to secure the con- 
fidence of capitalists, and obtaining donations towards 
their work from large proprietors on the route; and 
they have met with such success, and such encouraging 
assurances that they are confident of being enabled to 
commence the road during the ensuing season, and 
they believe that in case the Legislature should author- 
ise a subscription by the State, for a portion of the 
stock, or a loan of its credit to the company, they can 
complete a single track of their road over ;the whole 
route within five years. 

The expense of the whole work,as estimated by Judge 
Wright, including the graduation for a double track 
throughout cn solid earth embankments, and laying 
down a single track ready for use from the Hudson Ri- 
ver to Lake Erie, will nut exceed $4,762,000. The 
graduation of more than one half of the line does not 
exceed $4,000 per mile. The whole route is embrac- 
ed in six Jarge divisions, to wit: 

The First or Hudson River Division extending 734 


which the public interest requires. The Committee, in 
prosecuting this inquiry, have personally examined the 
officers, directors, and books of the Company, and 
from that personal inspection, they have ascertained that 
$1,000,000, has been regularly subscribed to the stock 
and it now is held by individuals greatly interested in 
the permanent prosperity of the city, and fully. deter- 
mined to spare no effort to insure the speedy comple- 
tion of the road The concerns of the Company are 
managed by 17 directors, fourteen of whom, to wit:— 
James G, King, the President, Eleazer Lord, the Vice 
President, Peter G. Stuyvesant, John G. Coster, John 
Rathbone, junior, Goold Hoyt, Samuel B. Ruggles, J. 
Green Pearson, Elihu ‘Townsend, Peter Harmony, 
Stephen Whitney; James Boorman, John Duer, and 
Michael Burnham, reside in this city, and a:e well 
known to their fellow citizens,and the remaining three, 
1o wit: Jeremiah H. Pearson, George D. Wickham, 
and Joshua Whitney, reside in the counties along the 
route, and equally command the confidence of the in- 
habitants of that part of the State. 

The committee have also satisfied themselves, by 
personal inspection, that the first ins‘alment required 
on the million of dollars, heretofore subscribed to the 
stock, has been regularly paid in cash, and that it is 
now duly deposited upon interest, with the New York 
Life Insurance and Trust Company, subject to the joint 
order of the President and Vice President of the New 
York and Erie Rail Road Company. 

It was not necessary, nor would it have been at all 
prudent or expedient,tor the directors to have proceed- 
«din the actual construction of the road, until the 
route should have been surveyed, and it was also de- 
sirable, that the survey should be finished, which had 
been ordered by the state, in order more perfectly to 
secure and confirm the confidence of the large capital- 
ists, whose co-operation was absolutely necessary in the 
prosecution of so great an enterprise. 

The very favorable results ascertained by Judge 





miles from a point onthe Hudson River, near the south- | Wright, and by his report to the Secretary of State, 
ern extremity of Rockland county, (distant 24 miles | presented about the Ist of this movth,a copy of which is 
north of the City Hall of New York,) to a point in the | hereunto subjoined, have entirely confirmed the belief 
Deer-park Gap of the Shawangunk mountain near the | previously entertained, that the work is perfectly fea- 


west line of Orange county, dividing the waters of the 
Hudson from those of the Delaware. 

The Second, or Delaware Division, extending 115 
miles from the point last mentioned, through the valley 
of the Delaware and its tributaries, to a point near 
Bettsburgh in Chenango county, dividing the waters of 
the Delaware from those of the Susquehanna. 

The Third, er Susquehanna Division, extending from 
the point last mentioned, 1634 miles along the valley 
of the Susquehanna and its branches, to a point near 
the west line of Steuben county, dividing the waters of 
the Susquehanna from those of the Genessee. 

The Fuurth, or Genessee Division, extending from the 
point last mentioned, 37 miles across the valley of the 
Genessee; to a point near the east line of Cattaraugus 
county, dividing the waters of the Genessee from those 
of the Allegheny. 

The Fifth,or ay Division,extending from the 
point last mentioned, 83 miles along the valley of the 
Allegheny and its tributaries, (situated at the northern 
extremity of the great valley of the Ohio, ) to the head 
of the inclined plane, near Lake Erie. 

The Sixth, or Lake Erie Division,comprehending the 
short and rapid descent to the shore of the lake, includ- 
ing the inclined plane, and two branches of the road, 
one to the harbor of Dunkirk, 84 miles, and one to 
Portland, 9 miles. 

6. The execution of this most valuable and necessary 
work, being thus shown-to be free from physical diffi- 


sible, and that it will be profitable not only to the com- 
munity, but to the stockholders,who may embark their 
funds in its construction. The committee are assured, 
that the directors intend forthwith to open books for 
| private subscriptions, for the additional amount of two 
millions, and that they entertain the most perfect con- 
fidence, that by means of the subscript ons already ob- 
tained,and the assurances of valuable donations of lands 
along the route, tendered tv them by the inhabitants 
(all but unanimously) along the whole route, and of 
their zealous and hearty co-operation, recently and re- 
peatedly, and at all times expressed in their town and 
county conventions, the company will be enabled to 
commence the actual execution of the work during the 
ensuing season, and nearly two years before the time 
allowed for that purpose, in the charter; and that in 
case the state shall loan its credit, or subscribe for the 
stock to an amount not exceeding one third of the cost 
of the road, the company can complete the whole from 
the Hudson River to Lake Erie, within five years,— 
And the committee are further satisfied, that even if the 
state shall decline in any mode to assist the company, 
and they shall be left to their own unaided resources, 
they can within two years complete the second or Del- 
aware division of the road, and thereby divert to this 
city, through the Delaware and Hudson Canal, a large 
portion of the exports now passing out of this state, 
down the Susquehanna River:—and it is moreover con- 
fidently believed, that the productiveness of that divi- 


culties, and capable of being completed at a moderate | sion, by demonstrating the value of the whole work, 
expense, the question then arises, of much importance | will sustain the credit of the stock, and enable the di- 


to the public, and one which the Committee deemed it | rectors to extend the rcad without delay to Lake Erie. 
their duty fully to examine, whether the company now 


The inquiry then arises as to the mode in which it 
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will be proper and expedient for the Common Council 
to aid in the accomplishment of a work, affecting so 
deeply the interests of the City and its inhabitants. 
Whether the City in its corporate capacity possesses 
the legal right to make donations of land or money, in 
aid of this work, or to subscribe its funds to any por- 
tion of the stuck of the Company, it is not necessary to 
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time they will. promote to an incalculable extent the 
public good. 

The Committee therefore beg leave to submit for 
adoption, the following resolutions:— 

Resulved, Phat the speedy construction of the New 
York and Erie Rail Road, has become an object deep- 


inquire. It may be well however, to state, that the | ly interesting and important to the merchants me- 


municipal authorities of the City of Baltimore, deemed | chanics, traciers, landtolders, and all other inhabitants 
it their duty to assist in the construction of a rail road | of this city—and that the efforts of the company who 
from that city to the Ohio river, by a subscription of | have been incorporated with power to construct it, 


$500,000 to the stock of the company engaged in its | 
construction. The city of Richmond, with a population | 


of less than 20,000 inhabitants, has recently subscribed 
$200,000 to the stock of the company, incorporated 
for the purpose of opening a communication by canals 
and rail roads, between the Atlantic coast of Virginia 
and _ the river Ohio. The Union Canal company of 
Pennsylvania, has recently been aided by a loan of the 
credit of that state, for $200,000, authorized by its 


merit and ought to receive the zealous support and co- 
operation of the public authorities. 

Resolved, That :rom the minute and personal exami- 
nation vf the concerns of that Company made by the 
Committee of the Boards of Aldermen and Assistant 
Aldermen, and the facts herein above set forth, of the 
situation and prospects of the Company, there can be 
no reasonable doubt of their inclination and ability to 
complete the Road with all practicable despatch, and 


Legislature: and the Pottsville and Danville Rail Road | to finish the whole within five years, in case they shall 
company, incorporated for the purpose of directing to | be aided to a moderate extent, by the patronage and 
the city of Philadelphia, the trade of the Susque- | co-operation of the state. 


hanna valley, and claiming through that channel, to 


Resolved, That it is proper and expedient for the 


divert from the city of New York, a large part of the |} Common Council,asrepresentatives of city and the coun- 
southern counties of this state, has recently obtained | ty of New York, containing one-third of the aggregate 


from the state of Pennsylvania, a loan of its credit for 
$300,000. 
In the judgment of the committee, the aid to which 
the New York and Erie Rail Road Company, are justly 
entitled from the public, ought to be rendered directly 
by the state. They therefore report, that it will not 
be expedient for the Common Council at present to aid 


amount of taxable property within this state, to peti- 
tion the Legislature to invest a portion of the public 
funds in the stock of the Company, or else to facilitate 
its objects by a loan of the credit of the state,and there- 
fore— 

Resolved, That his Honor the Mayor be requested to 
transmit to the Legislature, the petition of the City of 


in the enterprise, except by uniting strongly in the pe- ; New York under its corporate seal, setting forth the 
titions to the Legislature, praying the state to co-ope- | necessity and advantages of this great wurk, and so- 
rate in the efforts of the company, and thereby signify- | liciting the Legislature to aid in its speedy execution. 


ing the unanimous sense which the municipal authori- 
ties of this city entertain of the public importance of 
the work. 

The city possessing one-third of the taxable property 
of the state, is conscquently interested to that extent, 
in the pecuniary consequences of any subscription by 
the state at large; and will accordingly gain or lose to 
that extent, by the profit or loss, the result from the 
investments in that mode of the public funds. The 
committee, however, do not believe, that the state can 
sustain any pecuniary loss by such subscription, inas- 
much, as they deem it almost positively certain, that 
the road when completed, will produce an annual re- 
venue fully equal to the interest on its cost. 

The road will cost much less than the Erie Canal, 
but in many respects, will be far more useful to the 
public, and consequently will be capable of yielding a 
much greater revenue. 

It will be open and available, and earning income 


Resolved, That the public authoritics of our sister 
City of Brocklyn, constituting a large and important 
portion of our commercial emporium, be, and they 
hereby are respectfully invited to co-operate with the 
Common Council of this City, in such measures as may 
become necessury to facilitate the completion of the 
proposed road. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the citizens at 
‘large, assembled either in general meetings, or in their 
‘respective wards, to adopt energetic measures, to ex- 
| press to the Legislature their sense of the transcendent 
| importance of this great work, in preserving and ex- 
‘tending their internal commerce with the wes', and 
| thereby augmenting to an incalculable extent, the po- 
| pulation and prosperity of this metropolis. 

Resolved, Vhat in view of the import.nce of the pro- 
| posed route, in affording unrivalled facilities for the ra- 

pid transmission of commercial intelligence, it will be 
proper to petition the Congress, or the Post Master 
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during the long interval of five months. in which the | General, of the United States, to adopt such measures 
Erie canal is closed; —it will afford facilities tor the ex- | as may be necessary to secure the permanent use of the 
peditious transportation of passengers and the public | road, for the carriage of t! e public mails, and that his 
mails, not possessed by the canals;—it will be connect- | Honor the Mayor, be requested to transmit to Washing- 
ed by its lateral branches, and the numerous rivers and | ton, such memorial and petition in that respect as may 


canals, which it will intersect, with the most fertile 
and populous parts of the State, and with an extensive 
district in Pennsylvania and in New York, abounding 
in natural resources, and capsble of rapid advancement 
in population, prosperity and wealth; and, above all, 
the fact that it will open the most direct and central 
avenue of trade and intercourse between the Atlantic 
seaboard, and the immense and expanding communi- 
ties adjacent to the great Lakes and waters, and in- 
ternal communications of the west. The consideration 
of these combined and manifold advantages will there- 
fore most assuredly justify the expectation that the 
business of the road will yield an income fully equiva- 


lent to the interest on its cost, and the risk assumed 
in its construction, and that the public spirited individ- 
uals who may subscribe to the stock (including the 
State to the full extent to which it may participate) will 


| be apprepriate. 
Resolved, That the members of Assembly, and of 
Congress from this city at Albany and at Washington, 
| be, and they hereby are respectfully requested to use 
their best efforts in such mode as to them shall seem 
proper, to promote the success of the petitions thus to 
| be presented by this city—and that they be furnished 
‘by the Mayor with copies of this report and the ac- 
| companying resolutions. 
WM. SAML. JOHNSON, 
SILAS M. STILWELL, 
ISAAC L VARIAN, 
JOHN BOLTON, 
J. J. BOYD, 
JOHN DE LAMATER. 
New York, Feb. 4th, 1835. 
(Wright's Report hereafter. ) 
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INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, 


Report of the committee on Inland Navigation, upon 


the Internal Improvements of the State. Mr. MILLER, | incumbent on them to act with care and circumspec- 


of the City, Chairman. 
Read in the House of Representatives, Feb. 17, 1835. 
Thecommittee on inland navigation report. In com- 


REPORT ON THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE STATE. 








| Marca 











conceal from the House, that they commenced the per- 
formance of their duties, fully aware that the present 
financial circumstances of the Commonwealth, made it 


tion, and to present to the house an exposition of the 
motives which regulated their conduct. 
They did not conceal from themselves, that the ex- 


pliance with custom, if not with a duty they owe to | tensive works constructed by the commonwealth, have 


that body which has confided to them a trust so impor- | created a large debt. 


tant as the one which has occupied their attention, a 
report seems to be called for, especially as the public 
works of the Commonwealth are so nearly completed 
that it can scarcely be a perversion. of language to say 
that they are so. 

Admitting the correctness of the assertion. After the 
lapse of along period of exertion and perseverance 
rarely equalled—after struggling with innumerable de- 
lays, difficulties and disappointmenis—after overcoming 
the numerous obstacles which nature had interposed in 
the way of the completion of the vast system of internal 
improvement which she has projected; Pennsylvania 
is now about to put the sickle into, and reap the har- 
vest, which blossoms before her. 

Your committee are fully aware that the same prcs- 
pect ofarich harvest has long since been held up to 
the view of our citizens, which has been partially blast- 
ed by the result, and the result of the experience of 
the past year is an exemplification of, the disappoint- 
ment to which the best laid plans of man are liable, and 

the most reasonable expectations disappointed. But when | 
we turn to the past and give due attention to the events 

which distinguished that year, and reflect on the de- | 
rangement of the plans of individuals, and the conse. | 
quently limited sphere to which individual enterprise | 
was confinec; the influence of these effects on the | 
aggregate exchange of commodities, and the want of| 
suitable arrangements for their transportation, incident | 
to every new and extensive undertaking, there is no | 


That the receipt of the revenue 
expected from these works had been delayed far be- 
yond the period originally anticipated. That this cir- 
cumstance made it possib/e that it might become neces- 
sary to resort for atime, to loans, to pay the interest on 
former loans, until the reyenue which might be derived 
from tolls, should, together with that derived from other 
sources, be sufficient to pay the ordinary expenses of 
government, and the interest on the state debt. 

On the other hand, they saw only the first part of the 
original plan completed, and parts of the second in pro- 
gress, or completed only to an extent serving to show 
how unproductive they were likely to be as they exist, 
and how productive when extended to their ultimate 
limits. Gonvinced by past experience, that delay in 
execution had too often proved to be a waste of our re- 
sources, the alternative of a vigorous effort to carry out 
to its fullest extent the original plan in the shortest 
space of time presented itself. This would have involv- 
ed the expenditure of five—perhaps six millions of 
dollars, and, however they might be sustained in this 
course by the opinions of some of the wisest and ablest 
statesmen, your committee thought it incumbent on* 
them to inquire, whether a resort to the expedients 
referred to, or to a system of direct taxation, unpopu- 
lar under all circumstances—-inexpedient under many, 
and in the present case, averse to the habits and opin- 
ions of most of our constituents, ought to be recom. 
mended, 

Your committee do not doubt for a moment, the 





reason on the one hand, to blame those who sketched | ability of the commonwealth to carry fully into effect 
the picture which failed to be duly filled up, nor on the | the whole of the improvements originally contemplated. 
other, ought it to inspire doubts of the correctness of | Her resources are equal to the task, and the ultimate 
the estimates of the future productiveness of these | advantage is certain. Even admitting for a moment 
works: And while your committee will not call in ques- | that the investment of the millions she has expended, 
tion the wisdom and foresight of others, neither are | and will expend, to be an investment less profitable 
they willing to participate in the praise or the blame to | than is anticipated, the advantages resulting to the com- 
which they are justly entitled, and take the liberty to | munity from the diminished cost of transportation alone, 
refer to the conclusion of their report of last session, | are greater in value than the whole interest on the ca- 
where it will be seen that a later view of the subject in- | pital invested. No one who has reflected on the enor- 
duced them to believe that the causes of partial failure | mous expenditure which successive generations have 
were already apparent and in a course of development, | expended in the improvement of a country fresh from 
and the result might then have been readily anticipated. | the hands of nature, to the time when the most com- 
Whether or not the present year will produce a similar | mon roads have succeeded to the Indian trail; when the 
disappointment cannot now be determined. Should | huge four wheeled wagon has succeeded the pack- 
wise, prompt and energetic measures be adopted to | horse; the bridge—the ford—the solid turnpike—the 
avail ourselves of the means within our power, your | sometimes impassable road, and has thought on the ex- 
committee are convinced that the revenue anticipated | pediency of dispensing with them, (were it possible to 
from our canals and rail roads will equal the amount | do so) and their attendant improvements, could doubt 
anticipated by the officers of the Commonwealth; not- | for a single moment the soundness of the policy which 
withstanding that a variety of causes lessened the | directed theirconstruction. ‘The construction of canals 
amount last year, it was still double the amount of that and rail roads, is but the compression of the works, and 
of the former, and little if any doubt is entertained by | the advantages and labors of ages, within the limits of a 
your committee, that the tolls of the current year will | few years. 
at least double that of the last. Factsare not wanting to illustrate and sustain these 
Some of the causes which operated last year do not | positions, and it is only necessary to state them here.— 
now operate. No pecuniary difficulties ofan important | Men are prone to overlook or undervalue the advanta- 
character affecting the internal trade of the country | ges they enjoy, because they are not commensurate 
are known to exist, and none are apprehended, so far | with the, perhaps, extravagant hopes they have 
as your committee are informed. Preparations are now | entertained, Thei® advantages are either direct 
making to carry on an immense trade on the publicim- | or tangible, or they are indirect and intangible 
provements, and notwithstanding that some loss is ap-/—not readly measured by a pecuniary — standard, 
prehended from the want of the early action of the Le-| but nevertheless, certain and unquestionable.— 
gislature, in establishing a system for the government , They benefit one portion of the community in one, and 
ofa portion of the line of her improvements, yet that / the otherin a different manner, __ 
will not, they trust, be great, if their acticn, though| ‘he inhabitants of our large cities and towns, are 
late, be wise. directly benefitted by the introduction of an abundant 
Certain that the committee are not attempting to | supply of mineral coal at a moderate price, and this is 
mislead others,and convinced that they are not deceiv- | participated by the inhabitants of the adjacent and even 
ing themselves on this point, they will not attempt to more remote districts, according to their proximity to 
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the canals or rail roads of the Commonwealth, or those 
of companies. Had no canals been made, coal could 
not have superceded the use of wood as fuel, so exten- 
sively as it has, for domestic and for manufacturing pur- 
poses. Were it not for this, every cord of wood would 
unquestionably have cost two dollars more than is now 
the price. The number of inhabitants in the city and 
county of Philade'phia alone was, according to the last 
census, 188,981, and according to the average annual 
rate of increase for the ten previous years, 3} per cent, 
the number at present exceeds 200,000; and allowing 
the consumption of wood for domestic use to be only 
equal to one cord per annum for each inhabitant, the 
saving, at this under rate, is $400,000. Admit the 
consumption of manufacturers and steamboats to be 
only 50,000 cords, at $2 per cord, $100,000—and the 
result is, $500,0U0 saved directly to this comparatively 
small community, by these canals. It is true they were 
made by companies, but they serve equally well the 
purpose of illustration. 

These advantages derived from the substitution of 
coal for wood, as fuel, are rapidly becoming diffused 
over a larger extent of country. But to limils however 
small the domestic use of this article be confined, not 
so is the advantage arising from it. That circle is far 
more extended. It affects the price of every article, 
whether of domestic or foreign origin, sold within the 
district—which are sold cheaper in proportion as the 
price of the means of living are reduced; thus circulat- 
ing to the extremities, the wealth accumulated at the 
heart. 

To the owners of coal lands; the advantages are too 
palpable to need illustration. The manufacture is bene- 
fited by the cheapness of transportation, and the con- 
sequent enlargement of the sphere in which he can car- 
ry on his operations. To the agriculturist, the benefits 
are equally manifest to the reflecting mind; and al- 
though it is sometimes supposed that the price of his 
products are reduced, by the competition of the same 
products brought from a distance into the market by 
these means of communication, this seeming disadvan- 
tage is more than counterbalanced (admitting it to ex- 
ist) by his greater proximity to the market at wiich he 
sells and buys, and by the better adaptation of the 
lands in the vicinity ofa great market, to other pro- 
ducts and merchandize, for the cultivation of which his 
own lands have become, from various causes, unsuita- 
ble, and which he now obtains at an expense less than 
that at which he could afford to cultivate them. The 
benefits which the community derives from the facili- 
ties to trade by means of the State improvements, are 
necessary and inevitable consequences, which must be 
participated by every one who does not, by an act of 
insanity, refuse to avail himself of. In some cases, they 
are broad and palpable as the air that surrounds—di- 
rect and visible as the objects around him: In others, 
they are equally real, but not so obvious, as the air, 
which he well knows presses equally on all parts of his 
frame, and only becomes sensible by the abstraction of 
its effects. 

Owing to a misapprehension of the manner of keep- 
ing the account of tonnage, the directions of the canal 
commissioners having for their object the ascertainment 
of the weight of commodities transported on the canals 
and rail toads of the Commonwealth, it is not practica- 
ble to determine it exactly. But it is believed to be at 
least one hundred and seventy-five thousand tons, of 
products of the furest, the field, the mines, the ocean 
and the workshop, of foreign and domestic produce and 
manufacture of every description, transported to and 
from every direction to which they lead and extend. 
If we assume their terminating points to be, in a direct 
line, S00 miles apart—that is, the distance between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburg—then, as a portion of this 
tonnage was carried in every direction, and to various 
distances, it is deemed fair to estimate the whole to 
have been carried 100 miles, or one-third of the dis- 


tance between Philadelphia and Pittsburg. Next, sup- 
posing the average cost of transportation to Pit'sburg 
to have been $1 25 per hundred weight, the cost of 
transporting the whole*quantity one-third of the dis- 
tunce is $1,458,353 
Now assuming as a basis for comparison, 
the lowest average cost of transporta- 
tion to Pittsburg, before any of these 
facilities existed, to have been §3 25 
per hundred weight,the same products 
weuld have cost for transporting by 
wagons, (the only method then in use, ) 
the same average distance,—175,000 
tons,-of 2,000 pounds each,—at $35 25 
per hundred, 3,791,666 


$2,333,333 








Difference—amount saved, 

[t is true that a portion of these commodities, per- 
haps a large portion, actually transported under ex- 
isting circumstances, could not have borne the cost of 
transportation under the former system, and of course 
could not have been brought into use. Heavy pro- 
ducts must have remained in the earth, or still flourish- 
ed inthe forest—lived in the ocean, or remained a 
rude mass unshapen by the artist. But the advantage is 
not the less real on that account: it is only more manifest, 
But were the foregoing estimate of advantages, found- 
ed as it is, on facts, admitted to be too high, one-half of 
the amount might be abandoned, and the conclusions of 
your committee would nevertheless be fully sustained, 
to wit:—that our citizens are repaid every dollar of the 
interest paid by the Commonwealth. 

Such being the views of the committee respecting 
the certain advantages which our citizens must derive 
from our improvements, though far from being fully 
carried out, it would seem that an increase of that debt 
for a short time is a circumstance not calculated to alarm 
any but the timid. — It is true, that considered abstract- 
ly, a large public debt is a burden on the community, 
and when it has been created by an expenditure for 
objects destitute of utility, still more so. In the pro- 
secution of unnecessary wars, it may well be deemed 
onerous and oppressive, and the policy as well as the 
justice of burthening posterity with it might well be 
questioned, if indeed it admitted of question. But if, 
as in the present case, the existing shall leave toa fu- 
ture generation, the total amount of a debt contracted 
by the construction of works eminently useful and pro- 
ductive of adyantage commensurate with the cost, your 
committee are at a luss to perceive the impolicy or the 
injustice of bequeathing a debt, together with the cor. 
porate estate which will descend with it. It is common 
to compare nations and states to individuals, but this 
your committee consider an erroneous cumparison; 
they differ in one essential particular.—Individuals are 
moral—communities, if not States, are the reverse. — 
The forms of government—the names of states are sub- 
ject to the mutations which time effects on all things; 
but communities remain, and even the ruthless foot- 
steps of war, respect, in general, the civil improve- 
ments of a country. 

Your committee do not presume to consider these 
Opinions as novelties or iayentions; they are but de- 
ductions which wiser men have drawn from similar 
facts, and conclusions which all must arrive at who ad- 
mit the facts. But there isa large and highly respecta- 
ble portion of the community, your committee believe, 
who doubt the one and cannot of course admit the cor- 
rectness of the other. Fully sensible of this fact, and 
fully aware that they owe to those opinions, however 
variant from, that consideration which they ask for their 
own—fully convinced that but a short time will elapse 
before experience will sanction those entertained by 
your committee, and remove the doubts of those who 
differ from them, they report a bill embracing smaller 
appropriations than usual. If they have erred in this, 
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even if the error remain uncorrected by the wisdom of 
the Legislature, the evils produced will be of limited 
extent. The lapse of another year will probably de- 
velope much new information, and test the value of 
speculative opinion respecting the future, and perhaps 
shed new light on the merits of contemplated objects, 

In their deliberations your committee could not avoid 
paving seme attention to the means of sustaining the 
high credit of the Commonwealth, while framing a bill, 
the enactment of which will necessarily involve a resort 
to a new loan, and while they decline any unnecessary 
arrogation of the duties of those to whom the subject 
is entrusted, they will only say that from their superfi- 
cial view of the subject, it appears that the interest on 
the loans required for the appropriations contained in 
the bill reported, may be reasonably expected to be 
supplied by the premium on the loan, until the re- 
venue arising from the tolls shall be sufficient for that 
purpose. 


CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 





[Marca 


That the committee have given the subject an atten- 
tive consideration, and the result is a firm conviction 
that the Chesapeake and Ohio Cana! will afford a more 
profitable investment of funds than any other similar 
work of Internal Improvement in the United States; 
possessing, as it does, advantages in reference to 
climate, distance, structure, and sources of revenue, de- 
cidedly superior to any other constructed or contem- 
plated. To satisfy the public of the correcrness of this 
position, the Committee will not deal in (what is too 
common on such occasions) assumed facts and specu- 
lative reasoning, but they will content themselves with 
a briefand plain statement of well known and ascertain- 
ed facts, about which there can be no controversy, 
and which they respectfully submit, without comment, 
leaving an enlightened public to supply the argument 
and the conclusions. | 

The object of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is to 
connect the tide water of the Atuantic with the Ohio 


On the merits of the objects of these appropriations | and Mississippi, and ultimately with the Lakes, and as 





your committee will not dwell long. Those contained | its revenue must, in some measure, depend upon its 
in the first section have a paramount and indisputable | ability to maintain a successful competition with other 
claim on the justice and wisdom of the Legislature.— | similar works, the Committee will submit in the first 
None of the provisions of the remaining sections relate | place, a comparative view of the three great lines of 
to improvements in a new direction; they are but parts communication between the Atlantic and the west, the 
of the original plan—most of them have for their ulti-' New York, Pennsylvania, and the Chesapeake and 
mate object a connection with the inland seas of the | Ohio Canals. The Committee are, however, far from 
west, and a participation in the rapidly increasing trade | indulging the erruneous idea that these works can be 
now floating or hereafter to float upon their waters — | properly regarded as rivals, that the one can possibly 
Each will, when completed, so far as can be perceiv- | supersede the other, or that their interests can come 
ed, promote the interests of the Commonwealth, and | materially into conflict; on the contrary, a moment’s 
certainly those of the citizens resident in the counties | reflection upon the immense increase of the population 


through which they will pass. 
The improvement of so much of the West Branch of 
the Susquehanna, as will enable the owners of the coal 


{and commerce of the west must satisfy every one that 
| the time is not distant when not only these, but addi- 
tional communications, will be indispensable to give 


mines to transport their valuable coal to and along the | vent to this vast and increasing intercourse, 


canals of the State, cannot be considered unimportant, 
as it will manifestly add to the revenues of the canals. 

The survey of a route, by canal or rail road, or by 
both united, by way of the West Branch of the Sus- 
quehanna, and thence by the routes indicated, to unite, 
by way of French Creek, with the waters of the Ale- 
gheny, is believed to be expedient and proper. No 
survey embracing all these points being known to your 
committee, they feel no hesitation in recommmending 
it to the Legislature. 


Your committee have seen with much satisfaction, | 


that the agents of the Commonwealth have reduced 
the tolls charged for the use of canals and rail roads to 
such a point, as to afford good reason to believe that 
Poseasinadi may enter the field of competition with a 


fair prospect of obtaining a full participation of the 


COMPARATIVE VIEW, 


As to distance, time, lockage, dimensions, climate, and 
cost of transportation, on the New York, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Chesapeake and Ohio Canals, in connection 
with the Ohio River and the Lakes. 


Tbe distance from New York to the Ohio river, by 
the New York and Ohio Canals, is 1,008 miles—670 
thereof canal, 145 river, and 195 lake navigation; on 
this line there is 1,877 feet of lockage—692 on the New 
| York, and 1,185 on the Ohio Canal, and three trans- 
| shipments, one at Albany, another at Buffalo; and a 
| third at Cleveland, 


| From Philadelphia to Pittsburg, by the Columbia rail 
road and Pennsylvania canals, is 394 miles—276 by 


trade hitherto more exclusively enjoyed by her enter. | canals add 118 by rail roads; the ascent and descent on 
prising neighbors. Nothing, in sa onion of your | this route is 5,220 feet; and, by the Schuylkill, Union, 
committee, would be more injudicious than the con- | «nd Pennsylvania Canals, the distance is 441 miles, 
tinued imposition of high tolls. The revenue to be de- | ascent and descent 4,514 feet; 1,944 by locks, and 
rived from this source, will not be in proportion to the | 2.570 by inclined planes; and, as the latter route is 
magnitude of the charges, but (within certain limits) found to be the cheapest for transportation, it is adopt- 
the reverse, as the low charges will be made on an in- | €4 for the purpose ofthis comparison. On this line there 





creased quantity. Even were it not so, a wise govern- 
ment will always deem it far more important to confer 
benefits on its citizens, than to increase its revenue at 
their expense. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 





CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 


Report of the probable revenue of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal, made to the Baltimore Convention, Dec. 
1834. 


Mr. Stewart, from the committee appointed to re- 
port as to the probable amount of tolls receivable on 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, after it reaches 
the Coal Mines near Cumberland, and after its 
completion to Pittsburg, made the following Re- 
port: 


| are two transshipments, one at Hollidaysburg, and the 
other at Johnstown. 


From tide water at Washington City to Pittsburg, by 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, is 341 miles continu- 
ous canal, lockage 3,215 feet; and when the canal shall 
have reached Cumberland, the distance from tide, to 
the navigable waters of the west, will be only 258 miles, 
viz: 186 miles by the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and 
72 from thence, by@#he Cumberland road, to Browns- 
ville, on the Monongahela, where steamboats now ar- 
rive and depart for New Orleans daily, for several 
months in the year, and on which the cost of transporta- 
tivn would be $13 58 per ton, viz: 

By canal 186 miles, at 3 cents per ton, $5 58 

By Cumberland road to Brownsville, 72 miles, 7 00 

By steamboats to Pittsburg, 1 00 





$13 53 
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it is believed cannot be controverted, the decided supe- 
riority of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, in reference 
to climate, distance, structure, and cost of transportatiun, 
it remains for the committee to submit some facts calcu- 
lated to show the probable amount of revenue or tolls 
receivable after the canal reaches the coal mines, and 
after it is completed to Pittsburg: and, in this respect, 
they think the superiority of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal will be still more conspicuous. 
The sources of revenue relied on are, 

Ist. Coal—by far the most productive source of 
revenue on all canals where found, in Europe and 
America. 

2d. Lumber—abounding on this canal, and affording 
one ofthe principal sources of revenue on the New 
York Canal. : 

3d. Lime of the best quality, and at the cheapest rates 


The dimensions of the New York and Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania Canals, are the same, viz: 40 feet at water line, 
28 at bottom, and 4 feet deep. The Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal is 60 feet at water line, 42 at bottom, and 6 
feet deep, being 50 per cent, larger than the New York, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania Canals, the cross section of the 
one is 506 square feet, and the other only 136, and the 
moving power differs in the ratio of 100 to 171. It is 
ascertained on the New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania 
Canals, that freight boats travel from 24 to 3 miles per 
hour, and having relays of horses, usually travel night 
and day, making from 60 to 70 miles in 24 hours. For 
the purposes of this comparison we will assume 45 miles 
as the average in 24 hours; the cost of transportation 
we estimate at 3 cents per ton per mile, (two for tolls 
anl one for freight;) each transshipment is supposed 
equal to one cay’s delay, and to cost 12 cents per 
ton. made on the line of this work, 

The trade of the lakes at Cleaveland will have to! 4th. Iron and other minerals, and marble, found in 
travel 701 milesto New York, or 623 to Philadelphia, | abundance, and of superior quality, on the margin of 
(182 by the proposed canal to Pittsburg, ) or 523 miles| the Canal. Pasa 
to Washington city, by way of Pittsburg. Sth. The products of the Potomac Fisheries, equal to 

Applying the above facts and principles, the result is| any in the Union. : 
asfollows: -: | 6th. Rentof Water Power—being abun:lant for milling 

and manufacturing purposes, 

Distance to | 7th. Agricultural produce from the Western and other 
Cleveland on} States, and parts of Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
Lake Erie. Maryland, 

8th. Merchandise, &c. for the Western States. 
—— | ——-——-|_ And first of Coal. The committee lay down this po- 
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Distance to 
Ohio river. 





Time, days | Cost per 











sition with perfect confidence, that bituminous coal of 

1,008 224 $30 24 701 superior quality can be delivered on tide water for a less 
441 | 10 | 13 23 623 sum by this Cana/than it can be delivered at any other 
341 74 10 23 §23 | port on tide water in the United Stales. \f this be true, it 





: follows.asa matter of course that there will be no limit 
And it will be observed that the above is the compara, | to the demand for exportation but the capacity of the 
tive result as to distance, time and cost, without claim | Cana! to deliver it. ; . 
ing any thing for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, on | Let the truth of this be tested by adopting the 
account of its enlarged dimensions or for its continued | prices paid for mining, tolls, and transportation on 
navigation for one or two months in the year, after the , Canals now in operation in Pennsylyania and New 
New York Canal is closed by ice: nor have the com- | York. 
mittee added any thing to the delay or expense of ; The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal will penetrate and 
transportation on the New York and Pennsylvania : pass through coal banks from ten to twenty feet in 
Canal, on account of three transhipments on the one | thickness on the margin of the Putomac above Cum- 
and two on the other, which will certainly more than | berland, from which the coal can be thrown into the 
counterbalance any supposed advantage that can pos- | coal boats witha shovel; and to shdw the inexhausti- 
sibly be claimed in any other respect, | ble supply at the Savage coal mines, the Committee 
As doubts have been expressed as to the practica- | refer to the following extract from the report of one of 
bility of a continuous water communication by the | the Chief Engineers, N. S. Roberts, Esq. in 1829, to 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, the Committee beg leave | the Board of Directors, in which he says, ‘*The coal 
to remark, that repeated examinations and measure: | district, thus accommodated, would be not less than 
ments, made during the driest seasons of the year by | five miles wide, covering a surface of more than two 
the United States Engineers, as well as those of the | hundred square miles. Over at least one-fifth of this, 
Company, have uniformly resulted in demonstrating that | it is believed, the thick vein of coal extends, which 
the supply of water at the summit level is abundant.— | measures, where it is now opened, at least thirteen feet 
Mr. Sullivan, one of the Board of Internal [mprove- | thick. But the coal mines that could be opened, within 
ment, affirms, in his report, that the ‘* supply of water | five miles’of Westernport and Savage, would yield coal 
capable of being brought to the summit level, is more | toan iminense amount. As each square mile of the 
than treble that required,” and that the Canal is com-| great vein alone would yield more than two hundred 
petent to the passage of tonnage sufficient to realize millions of bushels of coal, or sixty millions of tons, and 
tolls, at the usual rates, equal to 5,500,000 dollars per , if it could be exported at the rate of ‘five hundred tons 
annum, or 30 per cent upon its estimated cost: and! per day, it would require four hundred years to exhaust 
more recent surveys have also demonstrated that the | one square mile of the great coal vein! fron ore, of 
principal coal vein at Savage, and other points where | excellent quality, is said to abound in this coal district; 
opened, is within 48 feet of the elevation fixed for the | and with the facilities ofa canal transportation, together 
tunnel; and from the indications of coal on both sides of | with the cheapness of bituminous cual, charcoal, and 
the ridge, near the commencement, and at the termina- | subsistence, in a very healthy country, would be an in- 
tion of the tunnel, the opinion is eye that it may | ducement to the enterprising of our citizens to extend 
pass through a continuous coal vein Of fifteen or twenty | the manufacture of Iron to a great amount, and thereby 
feet in thickness; ifso, the coal would more than com: | improve and give great value to the water power that 
pensate for the whole expense of its excavation. might easily be created on Savage river an the Poto- 
In England there are many tunnels nearly as exten-! mac, for all the manufacturing and mechanical purpa- 
sive as that here proposed, and some exceeding it, viz: | ses of a very extensive population.” 
The Bridgwater canal has a tunnel of 4 miles in extent;| Itisa well known fact, that, on the Monongithela 
Huddersfield 3; Derby 2; Ellsmere 2; Grai.d Junction river, coal excavated from similar mines, is now deliv- 
2; Herefore and Gloucester 2; Kent and Avon 2, &c. | ered at thirteen steam mills and factories, at one cent 


Having thus established, by a statement of facts which | per bushel. It is presumed it will not cost more, under 
Vou. XV. 20 
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similar circumstances, to deliver it ina coal boat on 

the Potomic; but let this sum be doubled, and say that 

coal in boats will cost two cents, 2 cts. per b. 

Tolls. —The tolls charged on the Penn- 
sylvania canal for transportation of 
coal, is half a cent a ton per mile, 
which, at 28 bushels per ton, will be 
nearly 

Freight.— A boat carrying 1,680 bush- 
els, travelling two miles per hour or 
48 miles in 24 hours, (less than the 
usual speed,) will reach tide in 44 
days; it will require, say two men, 
$2, a boy and horse 75 cents each, 
making $3 50 per day, or $15 75 for 
the trip, equal to nearly 

It is presumed that the returning 
freight from Washington and the 
Baltimore rail road will at least pay 
expenses, but suppose there be no 
return loading, charge as above, 

Profits. —Add for profits $32 per load 
more than 25 per cent on the whole 
capital employed, 



































4 cts. per b. 












































do. do. 























1 do. do. 




















2 do. do. 








Total at tide, 

But suppose the canal to terminate at 
Cumberland and the coal to be car: 
ried 74 miles on a rail road, and to 
cost in the boats 44 cents instead of 
2, as above difference, 


10 cts, per b. 


























24 


124 cts. per b. 

The committce have thus adopted the most liberal 
allowances, more than they believe will be the actual 
cost, and they feel confident that the strictest scrutiny 
into all the elements of the calculation cannot increase 
the price they have adopted. 

ifthen the bituminous coal from Cumberland can 
be delivered at tide, for this sum, of course it can be 
transported coastwise to all our Atlantic ports and | 
towns cheaper than it can be obtained from any other 
part of the world; and if so, can there be any assigna- 
ble limit to the demand? 

I.et us see whether this position is sustained by facts. 
The cost of transporting coal from Philadelphia to 
Washington, (as a regular business and not as ballast, ) 
is $1 50 per ton, or 5 cents per bushel; 
more, coastwise or by rail road from Point of 
Rocks, 4 cents per bushel: to Boston $2 per 
ton, or 7 cents per bushel, and it may be carried to 
Charleston, or the most distant of our sea ports for 8 
cents per bushel, which is more than is received by im- 
porters from Liverpool, viz: cost at Liverpool 124, duty 
6 cents, deduct, also, insurance, commissions, wharfage, 
&c. and it leaves less than 8 cents for freight. Apply 
these facts, and the cost of Cumberland coal*will be in 
our principal cities as follows. viz: 

In Washington, Alexandria, and Georgetown, 

(per bushel) 
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124 cts. 
Present price $7 per ton, or 25 























Saving, 124 





In Baltimore it will be 16 cts, viz: 
At Washington, 124 
Freight, 4 
164 
Present price 25 
































Saving, 84 
In Philadelphia it will cost 173 cents, viz: 


At Washington 123 
Freight now paid 5 


174 
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The price of bituminous coal is now $7 per 
ton, or 25 
Saving, 74 

[At Philadelphia, Anthracite is $5 per ton, 
or 174 cents per bushel; so that the Cum- 
berland will not affect the Anthracite, but 
merely supply the bituminous coal, requir- 
ed for many uses to which the Anthracite is 
inapplicable, viz: gas, coke, Smith’s shops, 
steam purposes, &c. ] 

In Boston it would cost 194 cents, viz: 

in Washington City, 124 
Freight, 7 


194 


| Present price in Boston $9 per ton, or (per 


bushel) 
Saving, 123 

Thus it appears, from well authenticated facts, col- 
lected with great pains, that Cumberland coal can be 
delivered, coastwise, at all our Atlantic cities and towns, 
cheaper than it can be obtained from any other part of 
the United States, or Europe; and of course the capa- 
city of the canal to furnish it will be the only limit to the 
supply required. : 

What, then, will be the capacity of the Canal, and 
the amount of tolls? It is stated by Sir John Sinclair, 
in his statistics of Scotland, that there was transported 
in 1824, to the city of Glasgow, (with a population of 
147,043, ) on the Monkland Canal alone, 1,690,655 tons 
of coal, equal to 47,338,284 bushels, which, at the rate 
of half a cent a ton a mile from Cumberland to Wash- 
ington City, would amount to $1,893,529, equal to 30 
per cent, upon $6,000,000, the whole estimated cost of 
the Canal to the coal mines at Cumberland. The di- 
mensions of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal are greatly 
superior to those of the Monkland Canal. The tonnage 
on the Schuylkill Canal, engaged principally in the 
transportation of coal, was equivalent to 12,483,672 
bushels; and the coal actually consumed in Philadelphia, 
in 1833, (independent of the amount exported from 
thence) amounted to 11,565,000 bushels. ‘This amount 
alone, if transported on the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal, would have yielded at a half centaton per 
mile, 462,600, nearly 8 per cent, on its entire cost.— 
And it is ascertained that the City of Pittsburg, with a 
population, at the last census, of 12,568 souls, consum- 
ed, in 1833, 7,665,300 bushels of coal, much of it in her 
numerous manufacturing establishments. The popula- 
tion to be immediate?y supplied with Cumberland coal, 
is as follows: 

The District of Columbia, 

The City of Baltimore, 

The counties and towns in Virginia and Mary- 
land, bordering on the Potomac and Chesa- 
peake Bay—population. 


40,000 
80,620 


557,650 


Aggregate, 678,270 
Suppose the whole of this population, together with 
the amount exported to other places, shall not amount 
to more than thrice the quantity consumed in the city 
of Pittsburg, whose population is not one-third of that 
of the District of Columbia alone,[scarcely two-thirds of 
that of the city of Washington; and the tolls at half a 
cent a ton per mile would amount, on this limited quan- 
tity, to 919,336 dollars, equal to 15 per cent, on 
6,000,000 dollars, the entire cost of the canal to Cum- 
berland. These calculations may seem extravagant, 
but the facts on which they are founded are well estab- 
lished; besides the fact is notorious, that the tolls “on 
some of the coal canals in England, amount fo 40 per 
cent upon the capital, and shares of stock of £100 are 
selling in the market for £725. ‘The Mersey and Irwell 
Canal is an instance of this kind. Coal is, however, 
but asingle item: superadd to this the various other 
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sources of revenue relied on, lime, iron, lumber, marble, 
merchandise, ¢c. and who can for a moment doubt that 
this Canal, when it reaches the coal mines, will yield an 
ample revenue on the capital invested? And cau the 
United States and the States immediately interested, 
hesitate to extend, at once, the aid necessary to secure 
the speedy extension of the Canal, now two-thirds com- 
pleted, to the coal mines? . And the more especially 
when it is recollected that they have already invested 
more than two millions of dollars in this work, which, 
with three or four millions expended on the Baltimore 
and Ohio rail road, must remain, in a great measure, 
— until the Canal is carried at least to Cum- 
rland. 


But these considerations (merely pecuniary ) dwindle 
toa point, when compared with the higher and nobler 
objects of uniting and binding together by the ties of 
interest and intercourse, the great geographical divi- 
sions of our country; of connecting, by the nearest and 
best communication that can be devised, the metropo- 
lis of Maryland and the seat of the Federal Govern- 
ment, with the great valley of the Mississippi and the 
Lakes, thereby attracting a portion of their rich and 
abundant commerce in this direction, and at the same 
time opening and rendering productive the richest 
mines of coal and iron in America, now buried and use- 
less in the bowels of the Alleghenies. These objects 
alone are worth the whole sum required, even if the 
investment should never yield one dollar of revenue. — 
When the canal reaches the Coal mines its completion 
to Pittsburg is secure—its practical results, the benefits 
and blessings it will every where diffuse, will com- 
mend it to the favor of all; but independent of this the 
high price of the stock in the market, (at least equal to 
that of the Schuylkill canal, now more than 100 per 
cent above par,) would at once secure the subscription 
by States and individuals, independent of the United 
States, to the balance of the stock necessary fof its en- 
tire completion. Ifthe means were now afforded to 
extend the work to Cumberland, it is confidently as- 
serted by practical engineers that the work could be 
completed in 18 months, 


Haying shown, as they trust satisfactorily, that coal 
alone will yield an ample revenue, the Committee will 
notice briefly the other sources of revenue referred to 
above: The second of which is 


2. Lumber.—By referring to the various reports de- 
scriptive of the country and its resources, through 
which the canal passes, it will be seen that the finest 
forests of timber in the world are found skirting the 
Canal for more than 100 miles of its extent, especially 
on the Virginia shore, where water power is found in 
abundance on the spot to convert it into lumber. In 
1826 there were 150,226 tons of lumber transported on 
the New York Canal, which if carried 125 miles on the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, at a cent a ton per mile, 
would yield $187,780 per annum, equal to three per 
cent on the capital. 


3. Lime.—Lime stone and coal are found together in 
vast quantities on this canal, under similar circumstan- 
ces. Lime is madg and sold at the kiln in the West 
for 4 cents per busM§l: double this, and say it cost 8 
cents, and 6 cents for transportation, the same as coal, 
and it can be delivered in Washngton city for 14 cents 
per bushel. At this price it would not only supply all 
the common useg of lime, but constitute the cheapest 
and best manure to fertilize and restore to the highest 
state of productiveness the now barren and impoverish- 
ed lands on the Potomac and Chesapeake, both in Mary- 
land and Virginia, and of course would become a 
source of immense revenue on the Canal, second per- 
haps onlyto coal. The amoung of tolls on this article 
we will not attempt to estimate, 


4. Iron, Marble, and other Minerals of the Alleghenies. 
The fact that Iron ore is found in the greatest profusion, 
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and of the best quality in the coal region, is well ascer- 
tained, and that marble of superior quality abounds on 
the line of the canal is equally certain. The beautiful 
marble composing the columns of the Capital was quar- 
ried out of the bed of the Canal, about 42 miles from 
the city. The tolls on these articles the committee 
will not undertake to compute, but it is obvious that 
they would be very considerable. 


5. The Fisheries.—The revenue which may accrue 
from the fisheries cannot be computed with any kind of 
certainty; but when the facility and cheapness with 
which they can be transported, and the low rate at 
which they can be supplied at the Potomac Fisheries, 
no doubt it would be considerable, ‘The price of her- 
ring is said to be 25 cents per 1000, and shad $1 50 
per 100, and the quantity is so great that fish is a com- 
mon manure to enrich the lands in the vicinity of the 
fisheries on the Potomac. Fish could be profitably 
carried to Cumberland as back loading in canal boats 
for 25 cents per barrel to Cumberland, which is double 
the amount paid for Coal, the weight being only equal 
to 24 bushels of cozl, the freight and tolls of which are 
estimated at 5 cents per bushel. 


6. Water Power will be equal to almost any demand, 
and its productiveness must depend upon the number 
of manufacturing establishments which the very reduc- 
ed price at which fuel, the raw materials, and the sub- 
sistence of labor can be supplied by the canal, will 
bring into existence along its line, and at its termina- 
tion. 


7. The productions of Agriculture, And8th. The 
transportation of Merchandise, passengers, &c.—The 
Committee will not extend their report (which they are 
anxious to make as brief as possible) by going into a de- 
tail of the infinite variety of facts, calculated to show 
the prolific nature of these very fruitful sources of re- 
venue. Itis well known that they alone contribute 
most of the tolls received on the New York, Pennsylva- 
nia, and Ohio Canals, deriving, as they do, very little 
from coal and other minerals abounding on this; be- 
sides, when we advert to the other advantages enjoyed- 
by the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, in reference to dis- 
tance, dimensions, climate, and continuity of canal trans- 
portation, no one can doubt that it will enjoy a liberal 
share of the commerce and trade of the western states, 
whose population, judging from the past, will soon ex 
ceed that of the East; but, even if this canal were in all 
respects inferior to those of New York, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania, their absolute inadequacy to give vent to 
the increasing trade and commerce of the West, result- 
ing from its growth in wealth and population, would 
force upon this work tonnage equal, in time to its ut- 
most capacity. 


Such are the bright prospects to which the patriotic 
and enlightened contributors to the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal may confidently look forward, if the means 
of its completion are afforded—and the Committee ap- 
peal to every candid man to say, whether the facts stat- 
ed have not fully sustained the declaration with which 
they set out, that this canal will afford a more profita- 
ble investment of funds than any similar work in our 
country—justifying an appeal even to private capital, 
looking alone to profit, to seek the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal, as affording a more safe and productive in- 
vestment of funds than any other now open to them in 
the United States, 


Coal Canals have been invariably profitable in all 
countries, often exceeding in tolls the most sanguine 
anticipations of the friends of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal. In Great Britain, the profits on Coal Canals 
have varied from 10 to 170 per cent, per annum, 
as appears by the following list, taken from a 
London price current of Canal stocks, of October, 
1832: 
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Share. Selling Price. Div’d. 
1 


Ccventry, £100 070 44 
Erewash, 100 1000 58 
Forth and Clyde, 100 470 20 
Loughborough, 100 3500 170 
Neath, 100 410 25 
Oxford, 100 730 32 
Stratford & Worcestershire, 140 700 40 
Stroudwater, 145 995 22 
Trent and Mersey, 100 1710 -75 
Grand Junction, 100 245 10 
Leeds and Liverpool, 100 365 12 


beside many other mostly employed in the transporta- 

tion of Coal, some of them 130 miles long, and having 

one-third more lockage than occurs in the Chesapeake 

and Obio Canal between tide water and Cumber-| 
land. 


And even in this country they have been already at- 
tended with similar results, The Schuy)kill Canal. in 
1825, when it reached the coal regions, afler encoun- 
tering the greatest difficulties and discouragement, its 
tonnage amounted to only 5,306 tons—yet, after the 
mines were opened, and rail roads constructed to trans- 
port the coal to the Canal, the tonnage increased in a 
few years to 445,849 tons, and the tolls to 328,481 dol- 
lars, besides 16,673 dollars for water power, making 
345,154 dollars; equal to 12 percent on its original 
cost; and the stock rose from the lowest depression to 
160 per cent above par, viz: 130 dollars for shares of 
50 dollars. The New York Canal, in 1835, after very 
large reductions on its tolls, yielded 1,422,695 dollars 
of revenue, equal to 15 per cent on 9,500,000 dollars, 
its original cost. In 1825 the Canal Commissioners re- 
ported that, according to an estimate made, the tolls 
would pay the whole cost of the Canal in 1836; that the 
tolls would then amount to one million of dollars per 
annum, that in 1846 they would amount to 2,000,000 
dollars, and in 1856 to 4,000,000 dollars: and that if ful- 
ly employed, they might reach 9,051,000 dollars a year, 
and thus far this calculation has been more than reali. 
zed. The debt is already discharged, and although 
the tolls have been reduced nearly one-third, they 
amounted, in 1855, to-nearly a million and a half of 
dollars. 


a CCC 


Thus has New York, by a wise policy not only made 
herself ‘*the empire state,” by increasing her popula- 
tion and her power, and adding countless millions to 
the wealth of her people and her metropolis, but she 
has superadded to all thisan annual revenue derived 
from her Canal, free from all charges, sufficient to dis- 
charge all the ordinary expenses of her state govern- 
ment, without levying one cent of tax upon her peo- 
ple. And why shall Maryland and Virginia hesitate to 
realize similar <dvantages by the completion of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, proved by the clearest 
testimony to be decidedly superior, being a much 
shorter, more direct, and central communication from 
the Atlantic to the West, and possessing in the 
Coal trade, an inexhaustible source of profit in 
addition to all those enjoyed on the New York 
Canal, 


' Were this work tobe now commenced for the first 
time, there ought to be no hesitation: And, surely, 
after it has been constructed in the most splendid and 
durable manner, surpassing any similar work in the 
world for more than 100 miles on its way to the West, 
shall it be suffered to stop or languish on its journey? 
Will its early patron, the United States, whose seat of 
Government it connects with the valley of the Missis- 
sippi, and the Lakes, constituting an enduring bond of 
national union, promoting alike the national defence in 
war and prosperity in peace—will she, with her ample 
means, suffer this noble enterprise to be arrested in its 
progress for want of that aid which she can so easily 
afford, without creating one cent of taxation, or one 
dollar of debt, and the more especially, we ask, can 
this aid be justly withheld, when it is recoliected that 
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the subscription of a million of dollars by the United 
States, at the commencement of the work, was made 
with an express understanding, as appears by the re- 
port of the Committee, that the United States were to 
contr bute *‘ a mviety of its entire cost.” Three millions 
have been subscribed with this understanding, and after 
indivicuals and corporations have been thus induced to 
contribute their private means to aid in the accomplish- 
ment of a great national enterprise, will it not be a vio- 
lation of every principle of good faith and common 
honesty to withhold further aid, and thus defeat the 
work, and ruin the individuals and corporations indue- 
ed, in this way, to embark their means with the Go- 
vernment ina great national undertaking? These con- 
siderations bclong to the subject, and cannot be over- 
looked or disregaided by an enlightened and just Go- 
vernment. Let the Government, then, influenced by 
a liberal and wise policy, fulfil its engagement, (implied 
if not express, ) to contribute a sum equal to all others, 
and the means will be at once afforded to complete the 
work to Cumberland. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
the Committee, 


In behalf of 
A. STEWART, Chairman. 


Norristown, Pa. Feb. 11. 

Mocx Scx.—A beautiful phenomenon of this kind 
appesred inthe eastern horizon, on Sunday morning 
last, conveying all the appearance of two distinct suns 
at a little distance from each other. An easy and per- 
ceptible difference distinguished them however,—the 
Sun being considerably brighter than the mock or ap- 
perent sun which was of a more reddish cast. 


Tue Weatner; for several days past, has been ex- 
cessively cold. Yesterday morning, we are told, it 
was eight degrees below zero, and this morning thir- 
teen. We have not, ourselves, looked at a thermome- 
ter, but are satisfied that the weather, during the last 
three days, has been colder than for many years pre- 
vious. ‘The rivers are faust closed with ice, but there is 
now (Monday, 11 o’clock, A. M.) a bright sun, anda 
prospect of mid weather. Steamboat navigation will 
probably again open about the 20th or 22d instant.— 
Pitts. Gaz., Feb. 9. 





Tae Wratazr.—We have had another spell of cold 
weather during the weck. On’ Sunday, Feb. 8th, at5 
A. M. the thermometer stood at 6 degrees below 0— 
and on Monday morning at the same hour at 4 degrees 
below 0.—Snow fell on Saturday last, to the depth of 
about three inches. — Miners’ Journal, Feb. 14. 


LYCOMING COAL COMPANY. 


Extract from the Journal of the Senate of Pennsylaania, 
Volume 2, page 49. 


Abstract of the account of the Lycoming Coal Com- 
pany to October Sist, 1834. 


Amount of Capital stock paid into the 
funds of the Company, 
Amount received from sales of Coal, &c. 


$160,500 00 
7,948 93 








$168,448 93 





Amount expended for land, 
building rail road, &c. 
Cash on hand this day, Oc- 

tober 31, 


$167,946 26 


502 67 
—— $168,448 93 











Signed, 
CHARLES RUSSEL LOWELL, 
Treas. and Clerk of the Lycoming Coal Co. 
Noy. 20th, 1834. 





PAUPERS IN PHILADELPHIA ALMSHOUSE. 


1835.] 











on the 31st ult. 
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By order of ths Board. 
GEORGE W. JONES, President, 


January 10th, 1235. 
Ne 


Rhode| Massa- { New | Ver- |Maine. 
| phia, | vania. Jersey.) York | ticut, [Island./chusetts. |Hampsh. |mont. ware. | land. | ginia. |Carolina. |Carolina.| gia. | ana. Colum. 
|Males,. | 512 | 149 | 75 | 50] 1 | 3 | 20 6 | 2| 3 | 67 | 60 | 10 1 4,2] 4] 2 4 | 983 
Females, 371 93 61 92 1 2 3 1 1 2 82 28 12 4 1 2 2 3 695 
| ~ — omemame — ae ee —|.—_—__ —__—_ i a | ee ee | « |= emanatienenes 
Total, | 883 | 242 1136 | 72 is js 23 7 | 3 1 58 \149 5 88 | 3992 5 £3. 4 36 | 2 7 | 1676 
TOLAL AMERICAN PAUPERS. 
Male, born in Philadelphia, : : 512 
Do. do _ Pennsylvania, ° : ; 149 
OF the Paupers from Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, 75 per cent. are Negroes, and of Other states of the Union, — ‘ él 322 
the entire number admitted during 1834, about 12 percent. were coloured persons. Female, born in I’hiladelphia, : ‘ ere | 
‘ Do. do _ Pennsylvania, ° ‘ 3 
Other states of the Union, 7 ‘ ‘ 229 
has Females, __693, ee 
FOREIGN PAUPERS, we ee 
Ireland.{ Eng- [Wales.|Scotland.| British ; Ger- ;France{ Hol- ; Swe- 4 Nor- | Den- |Prussia|/Poland/ Italy. | Africa.|Switzer- | West ; Un- Ucean, | Total, 
y 
land. America, |many. land. | den. | way. |mark. | land. | Indies. | known 
Males, 937 152 12 54 15 98 11 4 4 3 2 2 1 1 2 3 z 64 2 1354 
Females, 366 47 5 15 4 30 2 5 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 0 12 47 4 541 
Total, 1303 | 179| 17 69 ite. re a ee ee) ee Sel ke. Se 3 i9 | a1! 6 1895 
Of the foreign paupers there were, from the British dominions alone, 
: . Males 1,150 
'| Total of male Paupers admitted during 1834 ‘ : 2,337 a : 
| Do. Female do do ° 1,234 weno . or 
3.571 1,587: within 89 of the entire number of American Paupers. 
bili teh athe f the 3ist ult 7 Of the entire population of the Almshouse and Hospital, about 6 per cent. are children, 
There remained in the house on the ols 7" sapere 770 and of the residue, 75 per cent. have been reduced to pauperism by imtemperance. 
Seach — a ee 533 On the 14th of this month, the population had increased to 1,548 persons in the Hospi- 
' . tal and Almshouse. 
Children of both sexes, 79 The children in the Asylum are not included in the above account. There are about 
= 382 sas 125 children in that department, making the entire population of the Institution on the 
»00« persons. | 4th inst. 1,673 persons. SAMUEL H. FISHER, Agent. 


SS ee ee 











From Miners’ Journal. 
COAL TRADE. 


Consumption of Coal in the city of New York.—It ap- 
pears by the report of the city Inspector that the 
amount of Anthracite Coal consumed in the city of 
New York, for the year 1833, amounted to 


53,882 tons. | 


12,808 
30,000 


Anthracite Coal Trade of the United States.—Quantity 
of Coal sent to market from the different regions in the 
following years. 


Virginia coal 
Foreign coal, about 


Quantity sent Annual 

to market. Increase. 
1820 365 tons, 
1821 1,073 608 
1822 2,440 1,167 
1823 5,823 3,583 
1824 9,541 3,718 
1825 33,393 23,852 
1826 48,047 14,654 
1827 61,665 13,618 
1828 77,395 15,730 
1829 105,083 27,688 
1830 181,000 75,917 
1831 177,000 decrease. 
1832 379,000 202,000 
1833 488.000 119,000 
1834 374, 186 decrease. 





Foreign Coal imported into the United States.—Annual 
uantity of Coal imported into the United States, in the 
Sllowing years, ending on the 30th of September: 


Tons o 


Bushels. 
1821—22 627,737 equal to 
1822—23 970,828 
1823—24 854,983 
1824—25 764,815 
1825—26 722,225 
1826—27 970,021 34,605 
1827—28 1,127,388 40,257 
1828—29 906,200 32,302 
1829—30 1,272,970 45,293 
1830—31 1,640,295 58,136 
1831—32 1,022,245 36,509 
1832—33 2,358,037 84,144 
1833—34 1,626,185 58,078 | 


Importation of Foreign Coal.—It will be observed by 

table in this week’s paper, that the importation of 
Foreign Coal for the year ending Sept. 30th, 1834, 
though less than the year previous, amounted to 
1,626,185 bushels, being equal to 58,078 tons, not- 
withstanding the low price at which Anthracite Coal 
sold throughout the whole year 1834. The value of 
58,078 tons of Coal at $6 per ton, would be three hun- 
dred and forty-eight thousand four hundred and sixty- 
eight dollars, which amount of money is sent out of the 
country for an article of which we possess an abundance 
of a better quality, and with which our markets are 
now well supplied. Great Britain and her colonies, 
from whence this coal is derived, has imposed a pro- 
hibitory duty of seven dollars per chaldron on all foreign 
coal, to protect her own trade. But attempts are now 
being made to induce the United States Government 
to lower the duty on all foreign coal—thus encouraging 
the trade of other countries, and depressing our own. 
When will the eyes of our statesmen be. opened upon 
this subject?—Jb. 

Foreign Coal:-—Price of Liverpool Coal in the New 
York market, on the first of December, from the year 


EDUCATION SYSTEM. 
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1815, to the year 1833, together with the rates of duty 
paid, 


Per chaidron, Duty. 
1815 $23 00 $3 60 
1816 14 00 1 80 
1817 11 00 do 
1818 11 00 do 
1819 11 00 do 
1820 do 
1821 14 00 do 
1822 do 
1823 12 75 do 
1824 15 00 $2 16 
1825 14 00 do 
1826 10 00 do 
1827 13 00 do 
1828 13 00 do 
1829 12 00 do 
1830 8 00 do 
1831 13 00 do 
1832 1S 50 do 
1833 14 00 do 
1834 11 00 do 


The average price of Anthracite coal in New York 
market, is about $7 50 per ton—one ton of Anthracite 
being equal to one chaldron of Bituminous Coal, 

The price of Liverpool Coal, as appears from the 
above, is $11 per chaldron, The difference in price, 
therefore, is $3 50, which sum on 53,000 tons, the an- 
nual consumption of Anthracite, amounts to a saving to 
the citizens of New York, of no less than $186,500.— 
If to this amount be added the aggregate of foreign 
coal consumed, say 30,000 tons, the saving would be 
increased to upwards of $200,000. Notwithstanding 
these facts, a member from New York, in the House of 
Representatives, (Mr. Ferris) has seen fit to offer a res- 
olution directing the committee of Ways and Means to 


28 bushels. | inquire into the expediency of repealing the duty on 
22,122 | foreign coal. The resolution has been ordered to lie 
34,523 | on the table, and we do not believe that there is any 
30,433 | probability of its passage. Among other statements 
97,228 | displaying extensive information on the subject, made 
25.645 | by this gentleman in his accompanying remarks, he 

60% | says—** from the best information he had been able to 


obtain Anthracite Coal might be sold in New York at 


$5 per ton, and yield a futr profit!” No comment is 
necessary upon such an assertion.— Jb, 


EDUCATION SYSTEM. 
The following School Bill has been introduced to the 


| Legislature of this State, 


| House of Representatives File. Mr. Pollock—Select Com- 


mittee.—Order, Friday, February 27. Itead Februa- 
ry 25, 1835. 


| SuppLement to an act, entitled ‘* An Act, to establish 





shall constitute a lawful meeting for the transaction of 


2 general system of Education,by Common Schools,” 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same, That the taxable inhabitants 
of every School-bound, in every Schoo] district in this 
Commonwealth, which has been laid off in pursuance 
of the provisions of the act to which this is a supple- 
ment, or which shall be laid off in pursuance of the 
provisions of this act, shall constitute a community or 
society for the purposes of general elementary educa- 
tion—each taxable inhabitant being an equal member 
thereof. 

Section 2. The stated meetings of said societies, 
shall be held on the first Mondays of May and Novem- 
ber, in each year, of which due notice shall be given, 
in such manner as the societies shall direct. 

Section 3. A majority of the taxable inhabitants, in 
any School-bound, convened on fair and general notice, 
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ordinary School business—and the lawful acts of a ma- 
jority of said meetings, shall be valid and binding on 
the whole society. 

Section 4, At the first stated meeting of each Socie- 
ty, they shall choose three School Committee men,one 
of whom shall be the President,and one the Secretary, 
and one the Treasurer of said Society, for the term of 
one year. ‘The President shall preside in the meetings 
of the Society, call extra meetings, and visit and in- 
spect the Schools. The Secretary shall keep a book, 
in which he shall record all proceedings and regula- 
tions of the Society. He shall keep a roll, or list of 
the names of the members, which shall be called over 
at each meeting, noting on the minutes those who are 
present. He shall make out, and, in conjunction with 
the President, shall attest the annual returns of the So- 
ciety. The Treasurer shall receive, collect, and pay 
over, to the order of the President and Secretary, or 
to his successor, all the moneys of the Society. He 
shall keep regular and true accounts of all receipts and 
expenditures for School purposes, which shall be open 
to the inspection of the Society, or any of its members. 

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the School Com- 
mittee men, to examine and employ teachers—super- 
intend the School, and annually, on or before the first 
Monday of November, make report to the County 
School Board, according to forms to be furnished 
to them for that purpose. 


Section 6. Whensoever any Schoo! society shall have 
been thus formed and organized, they shall report the 
fact to the county School Board, with a list of their 
members,and the names and officers of their committee 
men. ‘They shall have power, at any semi-annual 
meeting, to determine when, in what manner, and by 
what means, they will erect, purchase, or rent a School 
house, and provide the means to defray the expenses 
thereof. They shall also determine how much money 
shall be raised and expended for School purposes, du- 
ring the ensuing, six months, and shall have power to 
raise that amount by voluntary contribution: the assess- 
ment and collection of a tax proportioned to their re- 
spective state or county tax, or by a poll tax, ofa given 
sum, on each taxable inhabitant, or partly by each or 
either mode, as to a majority of said meeting shall ap- 
pear most equitable and convenient. 


Section 7. Whensoever the school committee men, 
of any school society, shall have made the returns re- 
quired by this act, and shall make it appear to the sa- 
tisfaction of the county School Board, that they have 
expended for School purposes,within the current year, 
a sum equal to three times the amount of their quota of 
the School fund of the commonwealth, for said year, 


and that the School has been kept open, and equally 


free, for the instruction of all within its bounds, desiring 
to be taught, they shall receive a check on the county 
treasurer, for the amount of said quota, and all arrear- 
ages of former quotas to that date, and all moneys re- 
ceived by them, by virtue of this section, shall be ex- 
pended by themin payment of tuition only. 


Section 8. The county commissioners of each county, 
shall constitute a counyt School Board. It shall be their 
duty to apportion to each township, borough or ward 
therein, in proportion to the taxable inhabitants there- 
of, their respective quotas, of the School fund of the 
commonwealth, and the said quota shall be equally di- 
vided amongst the School societies, of such township, 
borough or ward. They shall draw their warrants on 
the county treasurer, for the amounts payable to each 
School society, from time to time, as said societies may 
comply with the conditions hereinbefore mentioned.— 
They shall keep a book, in which they shall register 
every School society in the county, formed and organ- 
ised as herein directed, designating them by the name 
of the township, borough or ward, and the numbers, 
one, two, three, &c. They shall open, and keep a true 
account of all moneys due, and becoming due, from 


4 


time to time, to each School society, and charge them 
with the amount of all warrants drawn in their favor. 

They shall make out, and transmit to the general su- 
perintendent of Schools, annnally, on or before the 
third Monday in November, a complete return,agreea- 
bly to forms to be furnished them by said superinten- 
dent, of the condition of the several School societies in 
their county—the moneys raised,and expended by them 
for School purposes, and the amount of warrants drawn 
in their favor. 

Section 9. The treasurer of each county, shall annu- 
ally, on or before the 3d Monday of November, make a 
true account for the amount of the warrants drawn on 
him, by the county School Board, which being exam- 
ined and compared with the accounts kept by said 
Board, and certified to be a just and true account, by 
the prothonotary of the proper county, under the seal 
of the court, shall be transmitted to the general super- 
intendent of Schools, who shall draw his warrant on 
the state treasurer, in favor of said county treasurer for 
the amount. 


Section 10. The General Superintendent of Public 
Schools, is hereby authorized, and required, to open 
an account with each, and every county in this Com- 
monwealth, in which their proportion of the School 
fund, authorized by law, to be distributed, shall annu- 
ally, be passed to their credit, respectively, and in 
which the amount of his orders on the State Treasurer, 
in their favor, shall be charged to account—and no 
transfer of the amount standing to the credit, of any 
county, or any part thereof, shall, at any time, or for 
any purpose, whatever, be made to the credit of any 
other county or counties, but shall be, and remain in the 

| treasury, as a fund set apart, exclusively for the pur- 
| poses of general elementary education, and accumula. 
ting for its benefit, until the said county shall think pro- 
per to draw it therefrom, in the manner herein before 
| mentioned. 


Section 11. No transfer of the amount standing to 
the credit of any township, borough or ward, or any 
school society therein, on the books of the county 
school board, or any part thereof, shall at any time, or 
for any purpose whatever, be made to the credit of any 
other township, borough, ward, or school society, but 
shall be, and remain as a fund set apart exclusively for 
the purposes of general elementary education, and ac- 
cumulating for their benefit, until it shall be drawn by 
them, in the manner, and for the purposes herein be- 
fore mentioned. 


Section 12, In all cases where any township, bo- 
rough or ward, in this commonwealth, may have ne- 
glected to elect school directors agreeably to the pro- 
visions of the act to which this is a supplement,or where 
having elected them, they have refused or neglected, 
and continue to refuse or neglect to divide the said 
townships, boroughs, or wards, into convenient school 
bounds, and designate the places where the schools 
shall be taught; the constables of such township, bo- 
rough, or ward, shall annually, in their advertisements 
for the election of supervisors or constables, give no- 
tice, that an election will be held at the time and place 
of the said annual election, to elect six school direc- 
tors, for the purposes aforesaid. 


Section 13. Whensoever any township, borough, or 
ward, shall have been divided into convenient school 
bounds, and the places where the school shall be taught, 
shall be designated by the school directors aforesaid, 
they shall make out a report, describing the boundaries 
of each school bound, and the location where the 
school is to be taught, as also a list of the taxable in- 
habitants then residing within said bounds, which re- 
port shall be filed with the prothonotary of the county, 
for future reference. The school directors, in per- 
forming the duties aforesaid, shall have special refer- 
ence to school societies already formed, and school- 
houses already built, where, in their opinion, they 
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could be conveniently made to answer the purposes of | extreme cold days this winter, than have been observ- 
general education. ed by the writer during his observations of nearly thir- 
Section14. ‘The taxable inhabitants of any town- | ty years past. In the cold days of January, this dis- 
ship, borough, or ward, feeling themselves aggrieved | trict of country was free of snow. In those of Febru- 
by the decisions of the school directors, as to the boun- | ary, the country was lightly covered with snow; and, 
daries of their schoo! societies, or the location of their | being windy, was the more sensibly felt, S. 
school-houses: And where, from increased population, | February 16, 1835, 
at some future period, or other good cause, they may 
deem a new school bound necessary,then, and in either 
case, they may apply by petition, to the court of Quar- 
ter Sessions, for the proper county, who shall have}; DIARY OF THE WEATHER—FOR JAN. 1835. 


power to appoint disinterested = pny tane ae The heavy fall of snow in the latter part of Decem- 
to view and examine said bonndaries and locations, for | ber, was followed by an unusually cold spell of weather. 


school houses, or the necessity or propriety of a new) ,, . : 
school society, as the case may be, and their report, | From the evening of the 2d, until noon of the 11th of 


, ; _ January, the mercury in the thermometer was contin- 
wien made under oath or solemn affirmation, when | ys y 


: : ually below the freezing point, and on some mornings 
a ¥ the court, shall be final and conclusive to | it was several degrees below zero. So many days in 
. pontiac ts 5. Every School society formed and or- | succession of such severely cold weather, have rarely, 
ganized agreeably to this act, shall, for the purposes of | ' oie meme wages a} . n es me bagged y t 
; re 6 1e Brandywine was completely icebound; so tha 
eee ce nme aeh See | persons could travel for miles upon its surface without 
a. 2 d . stepping on the shore. Upon examination on the 12th 
ee — ee “—r ee of the month, the thickness of ice was ascertained to be 
a oo a her said a upon the property or liad | 10 inches, The morning of the 5th was the coldest— 
of its aeons in the same manner, and under the | being 6 degrees below zero, at sunrise on that morn- 
same restrictions, as other taxes are now, or may here- | 
after be collected, and he shall receive out of the pro- 
ceeds thereof, such compensacion as the society may 


adjudge to be just and equitable. The average throughout the month was 2 degrees 


| 
Section 16. Whensoever any School society in this heel ; i 
: i. : r than last month, being 243 degrees at sunrise 
Commonwealth, in pursuance of the provisions of this | 41 degrees at noon, and 26 degrees at sunset. , 


act, shall have assessed a tax on any unseated lands or | in dniaen Ath saltaieoheneiin 
ys—S3 cloudy, and 4 
real estate, where the amount cannot be collected from on which rain fell. No fall of snow during the month. 


the tenant, agent or owner, the treasurer of said school | 41. s.ow which fell in December, and which contin- 


society, shall make out a list thereof, with the amounts | ued with eech little diminationeste elferd am 
: : good sleigh- 
assessed thereon respectively, which shall be attested ing until the 13th, was principally swept away by a 


by the President and Secretary of said society,’ and | . . 
transmitted to the county commissioners of the proper haeiny Gan oF canyon Shes Sige OE hak Say. 


county, who shall add the sums thus returned to the 
county rates and levies assessed, or to be assessed on 
such property—and when the said sums shall have 
been collected with the said coms rates and levies, 
the residue, after deducting the ordinary charges for ; ; 
collection, shall be paid over to the treasurer of said| 7 = eee ~) ay mornings last, 
school society. were the coldest experienced in this place for many 

Section 17. So much of the act to which this is a| Ye" O00 ey, morning, tee thermsometer ‘in thie 
supplement, as requires of the school directors the | borough was 13 degrees below zero, and on Monday 
performance of any duties other than the division of | morning 14, since which time the Weather has mode- 
their district into school-bounds, and the location of | ™te4 ne - The river at this place closed on 
school houses, as also every part of said act as is alter- Sunday, and the ice is now strong enough for the heavi- 


; est burthens. During the cold weather. in January 
ed or superseded, is hereby repealed. which was so intense to the eastward, the thermometer 


did not fall hewer than 2 or 3 degrees beléw zero in 
this borough. The Rev. E, D. Barrett, who resides 
at Glade Run, 17 or 18 miles east of this, has furnished 
THE ,.WEATHER,. ‘us with the following statement of the thermometer for 


Memoranda of the coldest days, those in which the the first twelve days of January, which shows a greater 
mercury fell below zero, in Fahrenheit’s Thermometer, | degree of cold than we have seen noticed west of the 
in the month of January, and up to the 15th of Februa- | Mountains, though not so great as at some places east of 
ry, 1835. The instrument was exposed in the free, the mountains of similar and even lower latitude—for 
open country air, at Sewickly bottom, in the valley of | instance, at Washington City it was 16 degrees -below 

















| From the Village Record. 





The warmest days were the 27th and 30th, being 
60 degrees above zero, at noon on the former, and the 
| same at sunset on the latter day. 





Cc. H. 
W. Bradford Boarding ent 
Feb. 2, 1835. 











From the Pittsburg Gazette. 





the Ohio, 14 miles N. W. of Pittsburg. zero, and at Reading, Pa, 22. 
At Sunrise, Noon, Sunset, | D- M.- 7 A. M. 3 P.M. 10 P. M. 
below Zero. above Zero. _ above Zero. ; “i a) = - 
Jan. 5 4 15 17 3 8 14 
ue 3 18 16 : 
‘ 9 4 26 26 4 15 below 0 16 5 
‘ 10 2 28 28 ; = : * 2 
Feb. 4 2 ~ 24 14 : 10 * 14 : 
¢ 7 11 12 Zero 0 “ 
tag 5 10 31. 4 a coos 20 6 
pene 21 12 {ae ee ” 7 
© 10 9 24 pe ; = 6 
: ce Zero. 34 26 = 


12 7 45 87 
From these notes, it appears that we have had more Kittanning Gazette. 








